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Into the New Year 

NEWS & VIEWS 
FROM THE BELGIAN NT CONNECTION 

 

Association of National Trust Members and Supporters in Belgium 

Founded in 1997 to promote and prosper the work of The National Trust 

Here we are again, ready with yet another programme of outings and events that aims to 
bring us together every month. Our committee is very grateful to you for your support of 
our efforts over the past year.  

I do hope that you enjoyed your membership and that you will renew it for the year to 
come.  

If you made our acquaintance as a guest, why not consider joining us as a new member ?  

The subscription charge for our association remains very reasonable (details on page 2), 
even after we have raised it slightly this year, the first time since 2006 and as voted at our 
Annual General Meeting of April 2009.  

I look forward to seeing you at one of our next events. 

With my best wishes for 2010, 

Johan Vanbrabant 
Chairman 

Annual General Meeting 
Tournai, Sunday April 18, at 12.15 p.m. 

We invite all members of our 
Association, and everyone who is 
interested in knowing more about the 
National Trust and its association of 
members in Belgium, to attend our 
Annual General Meeting. 

Every member is entitled to attend and 
vote during this meeting. 

Members are also eligible to serve on the 
Committee. Association members may 
apply to join the Committee, in writing 
or by e-mail to the Secretary (see details 
below). Applications should be received 
at least 14 days prior to the AGM.  

Since three of our Belgian members are 
standing down this year we will be 
especially looking to fill their positions 
on the Programme Committee. 

Venue:  
MusŽe de la Tapisserie 
Place Reine Astrid (near to the Belfry), 
Tournai 

Agenda 

1. Approval of the minutes of the 
previous Annual General Meeting. 

2. Committee MembersÕ report. 

3. TreasurerÕs report and accounts as on  
December 31, 2009. 

4. AuditorÕs report. 

5. Election of Committee members and 
Officers until the next AGM. 

6. Appointment of an auditor until the 
next AGM. 

7. Approval of the annual subscription 
rates for members and associate 
members. 

8. Approval of the CommitteeÕs 
recommendation for the donation of 
the surplus Association funds, raised 
during the preceding financial year, to 
the National Trust in Britain. 

9. Any other business. 

 

The Chairman of the Association and of the AGM,   
 Johan Vanbrabant   johan.vanbrabant@ntab.be  

The Secretary of the Association,   Schotensteenweg 176 - 2960 Brecht 
 Frieda Meeusen    frieda.meeusen@ntab.be  

Joining our 
association   
See page 2  

How to register 
for these events 
See page 3 

Our 
cancellation 
policy  
See page 5  
 
Lectures in 
Canterbury 
See page 7 
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BrusselsÕ Halle Gate (Porte de 
Hal/Hallepoort) is the only remaining city 
gatehouse from mediaeval times. The 600-
year old neo-gothic building survived 
because it served as a prison during the 
demolition of the city walls in the 18th 
century.  

Today the Halle Gate houses a permanent 
presentation dedicated to mediaeval 
Brussels. Our guides (English & French) 
will help us discover how the town was 
protected in the Middle Ages against 
attacks from outside and the role of its 
citizens in this defense. Through the 
multimedia presentations or more simply 
the fine collection of works on show we 
will understand better how that city 
operated and also how this ancient history 
impacted on todayÕs city. 

DonÕt leave without climbing to the top for 
a spectacular view over the capital. 

 

A short walk way, tucked away in 
cosmopolitan St. Gilles, is the Van Der 
Kelen School of Decorative Arts which 
teaches the techniques of ÒfauxÓ (English: 
false), and in particular the art of wood-
graining (Òfaux boisÓ) and marbling (Òfaux 
marbreÓ). Housed behind a fa•ade of brick 

and intricate wrought ironwork by Prosper 
Schryvers, the rusted bell-pull sets the 
scene for something unusual. Already on 
entering, the large plaster reproduction of 
Octavian Augustus shows marbling skills 
and the walls in the dark entrance respond 
suitably. 

ÒFauxÓ was not a technique developed for 
those who could not afford the real thing. 
We will learn from itsÕ principal today, 
Mrs. Denise Van Der Kelen, that it was 
developed to complement, substitute and 
even enhance the real material. She will 
illustrate for us the complicated 
techniques for creating the desired effects, 
recipes that have been handed down from 
the founder of this school, her father-in-
law, Alfred Van Der Kelen, and continued 
until his death by her late husband, 
Clement. 

Sadly we are unable to get into the Royal 
Palace to see the Van Der Kelen marbling 
done for Queen Astrid. However, those 
intending to join our trip to the UK in June 
2010 will find this of particular interest as 
both Uppark and Osborne House contain a 
considerable amount of wood-graining 
and marbling.  
 

 Halle Gate, Boulevard du Midi/Zuidlaan, 
Brussels, before the entrance 

 Train: Bruxelles-Midi train station - Metro: 
Line 2 (stop Porte de Hal) - Bus: 27, 48, 
134, 136, 137, 365, W (stop Porte de Hal) - 
Tram: 4, 23, 55 (stop Porte de Hal) - By 
car: car park near the Porte de Hal (parking 
fee). 

 Members 
Non-members: 

! 14 
! 19 

Event Code 40    (limited to 25 persons) 
Registration closes on January 19 
Organizer: carole.ducastel@gmail.com 

A mediaeval city gatehouse, an urban culture 
centre, and a famous decorative arts school 

Saturday 
January 30 
1.30 p.m. 

 
Brussels 

Joining our Association - Membership fees 2010 

Members (that is, those holding membership of the National Trust in the UK): 
Annual fee of ! 20 for the first family person and ! 15 for any subsequent person at the same 
address. 

Associate members (that is, those not holding membership of the National Trust in the UK): 
Annual fee of ! 30 for the first family person and ! 20 for any subsequent person at the same 
address. 

Your membership is registered once your payment is received in our bank account 
979-3907062-04 National Trust Belgium. Please mention ÔMembershipÕ or ÔAssociate 
MembershipÕ, as is relevant, and the names of the persons being registered. Please make a 
separate payment (not together with your registration fee for an event). 

 

Please renew 

your 

subscription or 

sign up as a new 

member for 

2010 



 

Brussels has a long tradition of music and for 
the last 130 years a wonderful Museum of 
Musical Instruments which, since 2000 has 
been located in the splendid Art Nouveau 
building known as ÒOld EnglandÓ. 

 
 

We start the morning with a guided tour (in 
French and Dutch) of the 1,150-piece 
collection from all over the world followed by 
a recital by our member Heather Charlton, a 
professional musician and keyboard teacher. 
Heather will demonstrate the evolution of 
keyboard instruments over a 150-year period 
with music of the period specially selected for 
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Saturday,  
February 6 

10 a.m. 
 

Brussels 
 
 

 
 

A private concert on historic instruments in an 
Art Nouveau building, and an elegant 
protestant temple 
 

each of the three instruments she will play. 

Lunch will be taken in the restaurant on top of 
the museum, with panoramic views over old 
Brussels. 

Afterwards, we will walk the 200 metres to the 
Chapelle Royale, the protestant church where 
Mozart played in 1762. It was the place of 
worship of Leopold I, himself an Anglican, 
and the House of Orange during the period of 
the United Provinces (of the Low Countries). 
There we will have a guided tour of the 
building whose architecture is similar to that of 
the Palais de Versailles and whose foundations 
were laid during the countryÕs Austrian period. 
Built as an annex to Charles de LorraineÕs 
palace, it closely resembles the chapel of the 
Ch‰teau of Luneville, a Lorraine family 
property.  We hope to have an opportunity to 
hear the organ, which will illustrate the 
churchÕs incredible acoustics.  

The day will finish at about 4 p.m. 
 

 10 a.m. before the museum, rue Montagne de la 
Cour/Hofberg 2, 1000 Brussels 

 Train: walk from the Central Station (10 mins). 
Metro: Central Station or Parc. Tram: lines 92, 
94, to Place Royale. Bus: lines 27, 38, 71, 95, to 
Place Royale. Car: underground parking 
(paying): Congr•s Albertine. 

 Two course meal, including one drink. 
Vegetarian option must be booked in advance. 

 
Members:   ! 37 

Non-members: ! 44 

Event Code 41 
Registration closes on January 28 
Organizers:   Heather Charlton & Nick Fern 
  nickfern@skynet.be 
Rescue phones  0494 54 5619 

0474 58 1699 
 

How to register for these events? 
Your participation is registered once your payment is received in our bank account 
979-3907062-04 of National Trust Belgium. 

Please make a separate payment for each event and state clearly the event code and number of 
Members and Non-members participating (e.g. 40 M2 N1) on the transfer, and your phone 
number for events where the number of participants is limited.  Places at events with limited 
numbers are allocated on a first-paid basis.  

At the same time, please notify the eventÕs organizer, preferably by email, so that he/she has an 
updated list of participants. This is especially important when meals are involved. 

 

Please make a 

separate payment 

for each event 

 



The Rise and Fall of the Textile Industry in 
Belgium, and its many English connections 

Saturday,  
March 13 
9.30 a.m. 

 
Ghent 

 

For many centuries, the textile trade has 
been the primary source of wealth in the 
Southern Low Countries, todayÕs 
Belgium.  

The city of Ghent in particular has thrived 
on the textile trade: it began with the 
flourishing cloth business of the Middle 
Ages (based on English wool) and, from 
the 16th century, continued with the 
burgeoning flax and linen industry along 
Ôthe Golden RiverÕ, through to the 
explosion of the industrial revolution 
(based on cotton and English technology). 

In the 19th century huge factories were to 
be seen all over Ghent, which became 
known as Ôthe Manchester of the 
ContinentÕ. (Manchester used to be the 
centre of the mechanized cotton industry 
in England.) 

 

Our visit today will provide an insight into 
the economic and social impact of the 
textile industry in Ghent and in Belgium, 
with emphasis on the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

The event takes the form of an 
explanatory talk (in English) on the rise 
and fall of the textile industry and it's 
many English connections, further 
documented through a commented tour 
(English and Dutch) of the textile 
museum.  

Our lecturer is Mr Bart De Wilde, 
historian and author of several books on 
the social relations between workers and 
employers in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. He will depict daily life at the 
spinning and weaving mills in a period 
when child labour was the norm and the 
first workersÕ unions were adopted from 
England. 

The MIAT (Museum for Industrial 
Archaeology and Textile) is housed in a 

former cotton spinning mill, built in 1905-
1912 according to the plans of 
ManchesterÕs cotton factories. The large 
windows throw ample light on the old 
machines and spacious factory floors.  

On display here is, among others, the 
ÔMule JennyÕ - symbol of the first 
industrial revolution in Belgium - a 
spinning machine invented by Samuel 
Crompton (1779), which made it possible 
for a single operator to work more than 
1,000 spindles simultaneously. Machines 
like this were smuggled into Belgium 
during the Napoleonic blockade. 

From the top floors of the museum one 
has a splendid panoramic view of the 
historic centre of Ghent. 

We will provide you with tickets for a 
sandwich lunch in the cafeteria, so that 
you can stroll around on your own and eat 
when you want.  

In the afternoon, a guided walk (English 
and Dutch) through the town shows us 
some architectural remains of the 
industrial past, such as the workersÕ 
houses in the well-preserved dead-end 
alleys (ÔbeluikenÕ). 

 9.30 a.m. at the MIAT, Minnemeers 9, Gent 
(walking distance from St-JacobsÕ church 
and Vrijdagmarkt, and from railway station 
Gent-Dampoort). 

 Car: Take exit on E17 or E40 to ÔGent 
CentrumÕ, follow P-route to car park 1 
(Vrijdagmarkt).  

Walk: From Vrijdagmarkt, spot the nearby 
Roman church of St-Jacobs. At the 
roundabout behind that church, take 
Bibliotheekstraat (Lapperre shop at the 
corner), cross a small park to the river Leie, 
take left ÔMinnemeersÕ along the river to 
MIAT (300 m). 

Train: station Gent-Dampoort. Cross the 
river Leie at the huge roundabout, take right 
along the river, Baudelookaai and 
Minnemeers (10-15Õ) 

 Sandwich lunch with a drink in the cafeteria  

 
Members:   ! 27 
Non-members: ! 34 

Event Code 42 
Registration closes on March 5 

Organizers:  
     albert.mok@telenet.be   (T 03-440.19.67) 
     johan.vanbrabant@ntab.be  
Rescue Phone:  0475-27.69.72 
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The Treasures of Tournai 
Annual General Meeting 

Sunday, 
April 18 
9.45 a.m. 

 
Tournai 

 

Tournai (Doornik), the main town of 
Wallonian Picardy, is a treasure waiting to 
be discovered or revisited.  Known as 
Tornacum by the Romans, it is the oldest 
town in French-speaking Belgium. In the 5th 
century it became the capital of the 
Merovingian. Chlodovec, the famous king 
of the Merovingian, better known as Clovis, 
was born in Tournai. He went on to 
establish the throne of the Franks in Paris in 
510. 

Tournai is proud to have BelgiumÕs biggest 
and oldest cathedral: it has five spires, and 
is 134m long. It is protected by UNESCO.  
The belfry, with its carillon of 40 bells, was 
the first to be built in the Low Countries. It 
is also classified by UNESCO. 

In the early Middle Ages, Tournai was the 
main economic and cultural centre on the 
river Scheldt: Rogier van der Weyden was 
born here as Roger de la PastureÉ.   

The city has a tumultuous history: it has 
been besieged 18 times and was severely 
bombed during the Second World War.  

From the early 14th to the early 16th  
centuries it was a stronghold of the French 
crown: the French fleur de lys figures on the 
cityÕs coat of arms.  

Tournai was taken over for some seven 
years by Henry VIII (one of the remaining 
city towers is the Tour Henri VIII), before 
being annexed by the Spanish Crown.  

It was conquered again by the French under 
Louis XIV and became the capital of 

French Flanders for some 40 years. After that it 
was taken over by the Austrians, then by the 
French again etc, etcÉ 

Now, Tournai is one of the three development 
poles of the Euregion Lille Ð Kortrijk-Tournai. 

During our visit we will have guided visits (in 
English, French and Dutch) of two musea, the 
cathedral and various other historical sites, all 
located within a radius of 500 metres. Thus we 
will become acquainted with four Tournai 
products: the world-famous Tournai porcelain; 
the even more famous Tournai tapestries; 
Tournai limestone; and, for sweet-tooths, the 
Òballons de TournaiÓ or ÒClovisÓ biscuitsÉ 

Our meeting point is 09.45a.m. at the entrance 
to the MusŽe de la Tapisserie, near to the Belfry. 
On Sundays there is ample parking space on this 
square. 

At 10a.m. we will visit the MusŽe de la 
Tapisserie and the MusŽe des Arts DŽcoratifs.  

Our Annual General Meeting will take place at 
12.15p.m. in the meeting room of the MusŽe de 
la Tapisserie. 

Immediately afterwards, we will have lunch in a 
cosy restaurant (LÕŽcu de France) nearby in the 
GrandÕplace. 

In the afternoon we will have a chance to admire 
the cathedral and its treasures and various other 
historical buildings. 

Our tour is expected to end about 5.30p.m., but 
for those who are eager to taste a local beer, this 
will of course be feasible in the nearby cafŽ ÒLe 
CharlesÓ. 

 
At 9.45 a.m. MusŽe de la Tapisserie, Place Reine 
Astrid, near to the Belfry. 

 Centre of Tournai 

 
3-course lunch included 

 
Members 
Non Members 

40.- !  
45.- !  

 

Event Code 43  
Registration closes on October 2 

Organizer: marcservotte@hotmail.com 
Rescue phone: 0477-75 7227 
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AGM participation 
free of charge 

 
If you only want to 
attend the Annual 

General Meeting and 
not the entire cultural 
programme of the day, 
you can do so, free of 

charge.  
This is a statutory right 

of the associationÕs 
members. 

Just inform the 
chairman in advance 
and come to the place 

indicated. 

If you are unable to attend an event for which you have already paid, please inform our 
treasurer (nickfern@skynet.be) and the event organizer as soon as possible. The sooner you can 
do this the better, as this will allow others to take your place, particularly for events where the 
number of participants is limited.  
If you do have to cancel your participation before the eventÕs closing date for registration, we 
will refund your payment less an administrative charge of 2.5! .  
As a principle, refunds will not be made after closing day. I am sure you will understand 
that costs are calculated on a certain number of participants. Where no costs to our association 
are involved (extremely rare!), the treasurer may make an exception. 

Need to cancel  

your registration  

for an event? 
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An Ecology Day: 
A Landscape Garden in a quiet Village, and a unique Eco-
system for the Prevention of Flooding. 

Willem and Hugo welcome us with coffee 
and rolls near Belsele church to kick-off a 
day dedicated to nature and ecology.  

Belsele is a quiet village where a rivulet 
winds through the park of a former 
bishopÕs castle. The meadows and 
swamps were transformed by a 
businessman into a ÔlandscapedÕ type of 
garden, with a pond, a small brook and an 
inviting footpath. We start here for a 
relaxing morning walk through the 
village.  

On our return we visit briefly the Roman 
church (guided) and then continue, in 
search for an aperitif, to the village 
brewery where we sample the local ale, 
ÔBiekeÕ, a pleasant countryside brew. No 
problem with drink-driving because a 
coach awaits to take us to a small 
restaurant on the riverÕs dyke at Boom. 

After lunch we continue by coach to the 
ferry in Hoboken where we cross the 
Scheldt and arrive in Kruibeke. There, an 
engineer from the Waterways & Sea 
Canal Company welcomes us with a 
detailed explanation (in English) of the 
unique tidal system of the Scheldt estuary. 
In this tidal region several flood plains are 
planned within the context of the so-called 
ÔSigma PlanÕ, which aims to limit the 
danger of flooding; the plan also takes into 

account the maintenance or even the 
expansion of valuable nature reserves. The 
creation of salt and mud marshes inside as 
well as outside the dykes advances the 
development of unspoilt areas while having a 
huge economical relevance.  

Provided with this briefing we discover the 
project of the KruibekeÕs large tidal flood 
plain, which will be operational shortly. It 
will be unique in Europe. 

The coach returns us to Belsele around 6 p.m. 

We recommend you wear sturdy shoes or 
boots. 

 Belseledorp 103, in front of the church. Parking 
in nearby streets where you can leave your car 
for the rest of the day as we continue by coach 
on leaving Belsele. 

 Follow E17 Antwerpen-Gent in the direction of 
Gent. Take exit 15 ÔSint-NiklaasÕ. Follow the 
road alongside the E17 and take the third exit 
(nr 14) ÔDendermonde-Hulst_St-Niklaas WestÕ. 
Take right and follow the main road, direction 
ÔHulstÕ till the first traffic lights. Continue on 
the main road, over the viaduct, till the 
roundabout. Take left, direction ÔBelseleÕ and 
continue on main road until a bend with red 
asphalt; turn right and enter the village.  

Railway: take a local train (L) from Lokeren to 
Antwerpen Centraal which stops in Belsele 
(within walking distance of the church). 
Intercity (IC) trains go from Brussels and 
Antwerp (direction Kortrijk) to Lokeren.  

 DayÕs menu with a glass of wine and coffee 

 Members 

Non Members 

! 48 

! 55 

 

Event Code 44  
Registration closes on May 14 
Organizers:  Hugo & Mia Staes 
  Willem & An Vandereycken 
  willem.vandereyken@skynet.be 
Rescue phone  0478 71 9929 
  0486 39 1002 

Number of participants limited by capacity of 
coach (49). 

 

Saturday 
May 22,  
9 a.m. 

 
Belsele 

Communication from the Royal Association of Historic Houses 
and Gardens in Belgium. 
Every second year the ARDH&JB (Fr) / KVHW&TB (Nl) organizes the price ÔPrince 
Alexander de MŽrodeÕ. The price has a value of 10.000 Euro. The initiative aims to promote 
the selection, maintenance and restoration of privately owned heritage - situated in Belgium - 
which is unique from an architectural, historic or artistic point of view. 

Regulations and rules for this price are available from the association at Rue de Tr•ves 67, 
in 1040 Brussels. You can contact the association also by phone (02-400 77 07), fax (02-135 
20 08) or e-mail (info@demeures-historiques.be or tassin.desire@scarlet.be ). 
 

 ÔPrince de MerodeÕ 

price  for 

 privately owned 

heritage 



NEWS & VIEWS             F R O M  T H E  B E L G I A N  N T  C O N N E C T I O N  Page 7 of 8  

The famous Arboretum of Jelena De Belder, and 
its head-gardeners private garden 
Jelena De Belder-Kovacic (1925- 2003) is 
the grand gardening lady of Belgium. 
Together with her husband, Robert De 
Belder (1921-1995), she developed the 
Arboretum in Kalmthout to create one of 
the finest gardens and richest plant 
collections in Europe. She was an Honorary 
Chairperson of the International 
Dendrological Society and Vice-President 
of the British Royal Horticultural Society.  

In 1952 the brothers Georges and Robert de 
Belder, diamond traders in Antwerp and 
amateur botanists, bought the arboretum 
and botanic collection of Charles Van 
Geert, a tree-nurseryman who was close to 
bankruptcy after the Second World War.  

In 1954 Jelena Kovacic, of Croatian origin, 
started to work in the arboretum and, 
together with her husband and brother-in-
law, she saved Van GeertÕs collection and 
turned the arboretum into a valuable 
landscape garden. 

They completed the plant list with 
exceptional collections of mostly rare plants 
that they selected all over the world, and 
with species they introduced themselves.  

There are two parts to the visit. 

In the morning we visit the private garden 
of the head-gardener of the Arboretum, Mr 
Eddy Avanture. ItÕs woodland of 1 hectare, 
with a view on the adjacent nature reserve. 
The Rhododendron, Polygonathum, Nuphar 
advenum, É will be at their best at the end 
of May. 

After lunch we have a two hours guided tour in 
the arboretum (address for navigator: Heuvel, 2 
Ð 2920 Kalmthout).  

The walk through the 12 hectares landscaped 
garden will be an amazing discovery of a 
diverse and lush botanic world. You will enjoy 
the beauty of flowers, the form and patterns of 
leaves, the structure of bark and branches. There 
are more than 7000 different plant species; the 
oldest specimens have been planted 150 years 
ago. Several of these species are almost or 
totally extinct in nature. 

There are several corners with a specific theme: 
colour, roses, butterflies, borders laid out by Piet 
Oudolf. Further highlights are Van GeertÕs 
original arboretum, a Belvedere hill, the maple 
lane, the Hamamelis walk, the big pond and the 
bamboo woodland. The garden also features 
some unique buildings, such as a garden theatre, 
a gazebo and a butterfly pavilion.  

The visit ends at about 4 p.m. 

 Mastendreef, 1 Ð 2920 Kalmthout 

 On E19 from Antwerp in the direction of Breda : exit 
4 ÔSt-Job-in-Ôt GoorÕ. At roudabout take left on 
N117, direction ÔEssen-KalmthoutÕ. Continue on 
N117 (Sint-Jobsesteenweg), cross Bredabaan to 
continue on N117 (Essensteenweg) to ÔEssen-
KalmthoutÕ. At the next roundabout take 3th exit 
(=left) into ÔHeikantstraatÕ. Take second street to the 
left ÔMastendreefÕ. 

 Full hot lunch included 

 Members and their Guests ! 32 

Event Code 45   info@ntab.be 
Registration closes on May 22  

Friday 
May 28,  

10.30 a.m.  
  

Kalmthout 

 

East Kent National Trust Association Ð Canterbury lectures 
During the winter, the East Kent Association meets at monthly intervals for a programme of 
talks of wide and varied interest. Meetings take place at St. Andrew's United Reformed 
Church in the centre of Canterbury at 2.30 p.m. on the first Wednesday in the month. 

The Winter Programme 2009/2010 includes:  

March 3rd: THE CAGED LADY Lee Ault, Curator of the Dickens House Museum in 
Broadstairs, will describe how a fashionable lady dressed in the nineteenth century. She will 
be showing the clothes and accessories in use at the time and explaining how these relate to 
social attitudes. 

April 7th: INTRIGUE, AMBITION AND RESPECTABILITY Pat Mortlock gives a talk on the 
owners of Ightham Mote from 1470 until 1640, and the role they played in its development. 
She will give us an insight into their characters, and the roles they played behind the throne. 

May 5th: 37th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by a talk on Lady Arbella Stuart, the 
grand-daughter of Bess of Hardwick - she could well have had a more legitimate right to 
succeed Elizabeth I than did James VI of Scotland. It is quite a sad story. 

If further information is needed, mail to info@ntab.be 

In collaboration with 

Jardins Ouverts de Belgique asbl 

Open Tuinen van Belgi‘ vzw 

If you plan a trip to 

England 

you might as well 

join the East Kent 

NT Association  

on one of their 

monthly meetings 

in Canterbury  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Association of 

National Trust Members 

in Belgium (NTAB) 

Committee Members 

Chairman 
Johan Vanbrabant  

Legevoorde 24 
9950-Waarschoot 

johan.vanbrabant@ntab.be  
0475-27 69 72 

Past Chairman 
Max Osterrieth 

Vice Chairman 
Marc Servotte 

Secretary 
Frieda Meeusen 

Treasurer 
Nick Fern    

Programme Committee 
Joan Delaney 

Carole Ducastel 
Georges Lewy 

RenŽ Lock  
Albert Mok 

Edwig Vancraenem 
Frans Vandenbroeck  

 
Membership Secretary  

&Webmaster 
FrŽdŽric Meinertzhagen 

 

info@ntab.be 
www.ntab.be 

 

 

Many will remember the ÒGardens and 
Canals in ZeelandÓ, excursion in June 
2009. This year we propose a completely 
different programme but again in Zeeland. 
As last year, we travel together by coach 
from Antwerp.  

Our first stop will be at Middelburg, an 
old city rich in heritage buildings, stately 
old town residences and warehouses that 
were built along beautiful quays dating 
back to the East India Company times. 
While last year we visited Middelburg by 
sailing down its canals in an open boat, 
this year we will take a guided walk 
through the narrow streets of the old city, 
and visit the Oostkerk, one of the first 
reformed churches built in the 17th 
century. 

Lunch will be served in the only restaurant 
on the dyke in Westkapelle, with 
impressive views of ships passing quite 
close to the restaurant. 

In the afternoon we will visit Veere, a 
picturesque, old but small town. It was 
founded in the 13th century and has a 
charming port giving access to the Veerse 
Meer.  

After our guided tour, a drink will be 
served in a restaurant beside the harbour. 

A Day in Zeeland 

 
The coach leaves from in front of the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, Gerard Le Grellelaan, Antwerp 
at 9.45 a.m. sharp. We expect to be back in 
Antwerp shortly after 6 p.m. 
 

 in front of the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Gerard Le 
Grellelaan, Antwerp. 

 From Brussels take the left lane ÒAntwerpen 
CentrumÓ in the tunnel at the entrance to 
Antwerp. Turn left at the traffic lights and again 
left at the next traffic lights. After crossing 
another traffic light you will see the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel on your right. 
From Ghent, leave the motorway at the second 
exit after the tunnel under the river Scheldt, 
marked 5a Wilrijk/Berchem. Turn right at the 
traffic lights; the Crowne Plaza Hotel will be on 
your right. 

 Lunch and afternoon tea included 

 Members 
Non Members 

48.- !  
55.- !  

 

Event Code  46 
Registration closes on June 4 
Organizer:     maxosterrieth@yucom.be 
         Rescue phone: 0473-135 806 
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Saturday,  
June 12 

 
Middelburg - 

Veere 
 

Coach from Antwerp 
departs at 9.45 a.m. 

 

Visit to Jane AustenÕs Hampshire, including the Isle of Wight 
June 28 Ð July 2, 2010 

As of January 6, 39 people have already asked to be put on the priority reservation list. All the 
single rooms have been swooped up but Carole is hoping to either get more or to be able to use 
some of the twins or doubles allocated as singles with a small additional supplement. She is 
working to have the final programme and costing out by the end of January at the very latest. 

Our trip will take you to these wonderful NT properties: 
In Hampshire: The Vyne - Winchester City Mill  - Mottisfont Abbey - Hinton Ampner ; 
On the Isle of Wight: Mottistone Manor Garden; 
In West Sussex: Uppark ; 
In Buckinghamshire: Cliveden gardens; 

as well as showing you something of the New Forest and the magnificent Exbury Gardens; the 
charming cathedral town of Winchester, and its St. Cross Hospital; Osborne House; the 
restoration work carried out by Tankerdale; Jane AustenÕs House in Chawton, not to mention 
some interesting venues for a lunch and one of our dinners. 

Travel is by Eurostar from Brussels to London, de luxe coach in England and Red Funnel ferry 
to the Isle of Wight. Accommodation is in the four-star Hampshire Court Hotel, Chineham. 
More information will be posted to members by end January 2010.  The cost will be 
approximately the same as in 2009, that was £570 two people sharing, and £655 for a single 
(about ! 628 & ! 722 on 2/12/2009). In the meantime, to make sure of a place you can email 
Carole Ducastel at carole.ducastel@gmail.com or call her on 0476 22 54 92. 
 


